
Ms. Little’s December News 

 

Math 5/6- Math facts, Math facts, Math facts!!!  Students need to be 

practicing these at home! We have started using Reflex this month to practice 

math facts on the Chrome books, but they need to practice at home as well.  

Students are struggling with basic multiplication and division facts on homework.  

Handwriting and neatness are also an issue for many.  All students should be 

showing their work and we have recently started using our notebook paper 

sideways in order to keep numbers in their correct columns.  Hopefully with these 

strategies homework grades will improve.   
 

Math 8- Students are working on a graphing chapter-frequency tables, 

histograms, circle graphs, stem and leaf, and box and whisker plots.  Labels and 

intervals are key! 
 

English 5/6-We will be finishing our chapter on pronouns and beginning a chapter 

on punctuation and capitalization. 
 

ReadnQuiz- Students should be reading at home everyday!  We are at the half-

way point of second quarter so students should have earned half of their second 

quarter  points goal also.  5th-25pts, 6th 30pts, and 8th 40 pts. 
 

Reading 5/6- Most students are improving their Scholastic News grades by 

underlining their answers in the text, but there are still some direction following 

holdouts- if your student hasn’t been raising their grade, ask them if they are 

underlining! (and encourage them to follow directions)  We’ve been breaking up our 

reading worksheets into sections: vocabulary and parts of speech, matching, and 

comprehension.  Students should be focusing on understanding what the question is 

asking.  For example: “give 3 details about the house” needs to be details about the 

house-not what the family eats or how much money they make.  Also, “a small, 

wooden house” is 1 detail- it should not be broken down into 3 details.  When 

students follow the printed directions, and refer to the book pages stated on the 

worksheet, they should be able to find all of the answers easily.  As always, spelling 

counts-and most words are printed right on their worksheet. 
 

 

 



Literature 8- We are still reading short stories-focusing on vocabulary and 

comprehension questions.  Each story has an essay question that students should 

be writing-including restating the question in their answer, answering the actual 

questions, and giving specific details from the story as evidence to defend their 

answers.  This is an important skill to master for high school and college.  Answers 

using non specific pronouns and vague generalizations will not earn full credit. 
 

Spelling 5- Students should be focusing on handwriting! Singular words are 

repeated in each homework section and it is a great opportunity to focus on letter 

size, slant, spacing, and form!  Also, don’t forget to watch the word spelling! 
 

Vocabulary 6/8- Students are doing great on the online assignments.  

Improvements can be made on paper activities: spelling counts and suffixes should 

be added when necessary.  Remind your student to read their sentences aloud to 

themselves in order to hear if it makes sense. 
 

We have been working on the same three self discipline skills all year: listening, 

following instructions, and reasons for rules.  Every student is able to state our 

rules and the reasons behind them, but the execution is still a work in progress.  

Self discipline helps create a good learning environment for everyone!  When 

they talk out in class, not only are they missing instruction and/or concentration 

time, but they are preventing others from hearing instruction and/or 

concentrating.  It takes the cooperation of everyone in order to have an awesome 

learning environment.  We have a lot of fun together- but we need to practice the 

“time and place” in which we have fun! 
 

In addition to daily petitions in the classroom, we have also been implementing a 

“thankful” time in the classroom this year.  In case they haven’t told you lately-

they are thankful for you, their families!  They are also thankful for the education 

they are receiving, and for the sacrifices that you make to send them to St. 

Anthony.  I concur- I am thankful for you, and your sacrifices that enable you to 

send your students to St Anthony as well!  They are a great group, and even though 

I grumble at them when they don’t follow directions-they make me smile and laugh 

everyday.  I am thankful for each and every one of them! 
  

“You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you, as you are to them.” 
~Desmond Tutu 

 


