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Math 5:  Students are working on ‘fraction sense’: improper fractions, mixed 

numbers, comparing fractions on a number line and rounding to 0. 1/2, and 1.  Then 

we will move into common factors, equivalents, multiples, simplifying, and decimals 

before we begin adding and subtracting like and unlike fractions. 
 

Math 6: Students are working on geometry: angles and polygons.  They will be 

measuring and drawing angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, and similar and congruent 

figures.  Then they will  be measuring perimeter, area and volume triangles and 

rectangular prisms. 
 

Math 7/8: Students will be working on geometry: angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, 

and making tessellations, translations, and reflections.  Then they will measure the 

area of parallelograms, triangles, circles, and complex figures before finding the 

volume of prisms and cylinders. 
 

Science 5/6: Students have started learning about food and digestion.  We have 

discussed the six different nutrients that the body needs and learned about food 

labels and how they can help us make better choices on our nutrient and caloric 

intake.  We are also learning about the general functions carried out by the 

digestive system including the roles of the small and large intestines.  Our next 

system will be circulation. 
 

Science 7/8: Students will be learning about the atmosphere: the gases that are 

present and how the atmosphere is important to living things.  They will learn about 

pollution and air quality, air pressure, and the layers of the atmosphere. 
 

Reading 5/6:  We have finished Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH.  Several 

students wanted to read the sequel!  I do not have it, but if you would like to check 

the library, it’s title is Racso and the Rats of NIMH.  It is worth 8 pts. in 

ReadnQuiz.  As a class, we will begin reading Lunch Money by Andrew 

Clements.  We will take a Readnquiz when we are finished- it will count as an 

assignment grade as well as points toward their 4th quarter goal. It is worth 6 

points. Students usually enjoy books by Andrew Clements- and there are LOTS of 

them- this is another idea for checking books out at the library to read at home 

for points! 
 



Literature 7/8:    We will be reading The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn during 

the 4th quarter.  This will blend in with our study of the Mississippi River and the 

towns along it that we’ve been learning about in science.  As we read, we will be 

discussing social justice, dialect, point of view, satire, irony, onomatopoeia, 

allusions, and the historical significance of the novel.  Students will continue to 

work on vocabulary before each set of chapters as well as discussion questions 

after each set.  We will take a Readnquiz when we are finished- it will count as an 

assignment grade as well as points toward their 4th quarter goal.  It is worth 18 

points. 
 

ReadnQuiz:  4th quarter points are due by Tuesday, May 25th!  Point goals are as 

follows: 5th grade: 30 points, 6th grade: 35 points, and 7th/8th grade: 40 

points.  Students are expected to read outside of the classroom, but are 

encouraged to bring their books to class daily so they can read during class once 

their assignments are completed.  Several students only earned points on the book 

we read together as a class and did not come close to meeting the third quarter 

goal.  Please encourage your child to read at home and ask about their book 

regularly.  If they aren’t interested in the books available in my classroom library 

or Mrs. Wooley’s classroom library, please take them to the public library.  This 

reading assignment does count as a grade. 
 

        May there always be work for your hands to do. 

May your purse always hold a coin or two. 

May the sun always shine on your windowpane. 

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain. 

May the hand of a friend always be near you. 

May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 

                -An Irish Blessing 

 


